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N ot all news from Congress is bad for 
alternative fuels. "The more you build a 

constituency, the better off you are," Matthew 
Brown, senior policy specialist for the National 
Conference of State Legislatures, told Clean 
Cities Conference-goers last June in Atlanta. 
"Clean Cities is a natural constituency." 

Brown recommended performing the 
necessary education when it is not a legislative 
emergency; and there are at least two new 
groups in Washington, D.C. designed to do 
just that: 

Home Renewable Enew C a w  - 
At press time, 97 members of the House of 
Representatives had joined the House 

Renewable Energy Caucus to support research 
and development of renewable energy sources. 
Last April the bipartisan group sponsored a 
Renewable Energy Expo on Capitol Hill to 
educate members about the possibilities of 
technologies such as ethanol and biodiesel. 

Is your representative a member? For more 
infmation, call Craig Cox in the ofice ofRep. 
Dan Schaefer (R-CO) at 202-225-7882, 

Natural Gas Pibicle Task Force - 
'Reduce the tax on liquefied natural gas," 
"advance development of fuel storage 
technology," and "Support voluntary initiatives 
such as the Clean Cities program." These were 
just a few of the recommendations speakers 

made during several House hearings held this 
spring by the Natural Gas Vehicle Task Force. 
Initiated by House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
GA), the task force is designed to investigate 
the role the federal government should, or 
should not, play to accelerate the use of natural 
gas vehicles. The hearings provided a valuable 
opportunity for the industry to educate 
members on the barriers to and promises of 
natural gas use in transportation. The task 
force released its recommendations in the form 
of a bill this year. 

Is your representative aware ofthese issues? 
For more information, call the ofice of@. 
Joe Barton (R-TX) at 202-225-2002. 

perhaps can help us get people's attention." 
Just as society made the switch from 

horses to automobies for mobility, Clean 
Cities stakeholders are leading the 
progression from oil to clean, domestic 
alternative fuels. That requires a vision, 
Christine Ervin, DOE assistant secretary, 
told conference attendees. "Now we're 

reminding ourselves about that vision, why - . 
we're going through this transition," she F' 
said. 

IL 
"Our current generation of vehicles is 

terribly inefficient ... The only question is aimed at developing technology that will bring Adanta Clean Cities coordinator 
which countries, which companies will see the jobs and clean air," she said. Kent lgleheart (right) speaks with moderator 

vision and profit," she said. "Our partnerships "Let's not lose sight of the good news," and fellow panelists on the "What's New in 
Clean Cities" panel at the 2nd National 

with you are key to bringing those technologies Ervin continued. In 1992 there were four Clean Cities Conference in Atlanta. 
to the marketplace." alternative fuel vehicle models available; today 

Ervin described the "puzzling disconnect there are 18, she said. Ten years ago there were for dozens of schools. "That momentum is 
between rhetoric and reality," in which no directories of alternative fuel sites; today building," she said. "The future doesn't happer 
Congress has lost sight of that vision. While there are many. In 1992 there was no to US, we create it," she said. "It's not always 
Congress struggles with balancing the budget, alternative fuel certification for mechanics; easy to be on the leading edge, but it is very 
"the deepest budget cuts are in those programs today there are industry-supported standards satisfj4ng." 
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fter 62 years of successfully marketing 
propane for residential use and becoming A 

the fourth-largest propane retailer in the nation, 
Oklahoma-based Thermogas is making its first 
venture into public-access transportation fueling. 
The company plans to open its first site by Fall 
1996, and is working to install four stations each 
in Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee, Memphis, 
Kansas City, and Louisville by the end of the 
year. Next year Thermogas plans to expand into 
six more cities: Indianapolis, Minneapolis, 
St. Louis, Birmingham, Cincinnati, and 
Little Rock. 

"We see a big increase in this market in the 
next 10 to 15 years, and we want to be the 
leader," said Roger Green, manager of motor 
fuels sales for Thermogas. 

Green added that he likes to work with 
Clean Cities coalitions whenever possible. 
Thermogas supports the newest Clean City, the 
Central Oklahoma coalition, in its home town 
ofTulsa. "Clean Cities has been really helpful in 
establishing contacts and letting members know 
we're interested in supporting the infrastructure. 
Some gasoline retailers have stepped forward to 
work with their Clean Cities coalition. They are 
usually more progressive and we contact them 
first." 

Working with gasoline retailers is important 
to the company's goal of making propane more 
accessible. Thermogas will guarantee the price 
per gallon for up to 1 year. "We also do quite a 
bit of the sales work," Green said, "bringing 
fleets into their stations." In exchange, the 
retaiier shares in the profit. 

The fuel sites are designed to be 
indistinguishable from gasoline stations, right 
down to the pistol gripn nozzle and credit card 
system. "We want to make it easy for drivers to 
make the transition," Green said. 

"Within 10 years we expect to be on every 
major corridor," Green told conference 
attendees. "We would love to be a part of your 
clean fuel program." 

When California's Bay Area Rapid Transit 
(BART) manager Victoria Nerenberg looks at a 
parking lot, she sees hundreds of pieces of metal 
that are not being used. "We don't need more 
vehicles, we need more mobility," she said. 

Many people live close to mass transit 
stations but require personal vehicles to drive to 
and from the stations and to run errands. Most 
U.S. households own two or more vehicles; one 
of those could probably be replaced by an electric 
vehicle (EV) for local driving. With such facts 
in mind, BART is developing an EV station car 
program in California's San Francisco Bay area. 

Employees at Sybase, a sofhvare 
development company in nearby Emeryville, are 
the first customers of the program and pay $100 
per month. "It's less than what you pay for a 
personal vehicle," Nerenberg said. The goal is to 
eventually include hourly or daily rates. 

The first eight vehicles, designed and built 
by Norway's Personal Independent Vehicle 
Company, were delivered last year for early 
customers to drive to and from BART's mass 
transit stations. By September that number is 
expected to increase to include 40 personal EVs. 

The idea is simple, according to Nerenberg. 
When customers arrive at their BART stop, they 
pick up the first EV available and drive to work 
or run errands. When they return, they plug in 
the EV for the next customer. That system can 
work at the home-end of the commute as well. 
"We want thousands of station cars in the Bay 
Area," Nerenberg said. "BART sees itself as a 
mobility provider, not just a train operator." 

BART's station car project team includes the 
Bay Area Air Quality Management District, the 
Department of Defense, CALSTART, the 
California Energy Commission, Pacific Gas and 
Electric, and Green Motorworks. 

There are similar plans for station car 
programs in Florida's Gold Coast and Atlanta, 
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according to the National Station Car 
Association. 

I In Metro-Dade County, Florida, 10 electric 
Geo Prisms converted by U.S. Electricar 
went into service in July. The EVs are 
owned by Clean Cities stakeholder Alamo 
Rent-A-Car and are used by South Miami 
residents who work in a medical center 
complex downtown. Eight vehicles are 
located at the home end of their commute. 
Even though the complex is within walking 
distance of the transit station, two EVs are 
located there to enable employees to run 
errands during the day. Partners include 
Florida Power and Light, a Florida Gold 
Coast Clean Cities stakeholder, the Florida 
Alliance for Clean Technologies, Metro- 
Dade County, and the Greater Miami 
Chamber of Commerce. 

I Just in time for the Olympics, four EVs 
from Georgia Power's fleet were used as 
station cars in a trial demonstration. 
Charging infrastructure was installed at 
three Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit 
Authority (MARTA) transit stations for use 
by employees of Georgia Power, the 
Southern Company, and MARTA. 
MARTA opened its new Dunwoody Station 
in July with eight EV charging sites, and 
designed its station car demonstration to 
help MARTA employees get to distant work 
sites. They would normally drive from 
MARTA'S downtown headquarters to sites 
just a few miles beyond the new rail 
extension, but they will now be able to ride 
the rail system and take an electric Geo 
Prism or S-10 pickup truck from the station 
to the work site. 

The station car idea helps with Clean Cities' 
goals of displacing oil. "It's a total-electric 
transportation system," said Don Francis, senior 
marketing engineer for Georgia Power. "When 
we take people out of a gasoline vehicle, out of a 
diesel bus-it's a win-win." Station cars will also 
introduce consumers to alternative fuels. "We 
put these cars into the hands of someone who's 
never driven an EV before and doesn't know that 
they work," he said. 
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0 ne of the many benefits of the Clean Cities program was demonstrated this 
year when two funding programs worth more than $3.6 million made Clean 

Cities designation part of the award-winning criteria. 
State energy offices and their partners competed for grants worth as much as 

$500,000 each for a variety of programs, including alternative fuels. For those 
projects, only designated Clean Cities or those with Clean Cities applications on 
file were eligible. Projects could include vehicle demonstrations, vehicle purchases, 
infrastructure, fleet manager and stakeholder workshops, public education, 
legislative strategies, or alternative fuel vehicle maintenance training programs. 
Submissions were due June 28. 

State energy offices had until July 23 to submit proposals to the U.S. 
Department of Energy for $1.5 million to be distributed through the Financial 
Assistance Program for State and Municipal Governments for the Demonstration 
of Light- and Heavy-Duty Alternative Fuel Vehicles. These grants will support 
state agency, school district, and other local agency alternative fuel vehicle 
demonstration programs. Programs in Clean Cities automatically received 
additional points in the evaluation process. 

Energy Prqram reveals thoi oltornotive fuel vehicle projects 

are top pricrit), for stater and tha! Clean Ciiics is popular 
. t r I 
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Rnnsylvanio, Texos, Ubh, Vieinia, Washingtun, DC, and 
West Vircjino. For details cootoct the Clmn Cities Hotline. 

currently serves Atlanta, including 100 natural 
gas United Parcel Service delivery trucks and 12 
natural gas vans that serve BellSouth customers. 
The Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit 
Authority (MARTA) will introduce 118 natural 
gas transit buses later this year. 

In addition to riding MARTA'S buses to 
tour the greater metropolitan area, many Clean 
Cities conference-goers were among the first to 
take advantage of the nation's largest fleet of 
compressed natural gas (CNG) taxis when 
Atlanta's Checker Cab Company began 
operating 20 new CNG Ford Crown Victorias 
on June 19. "By introducing 20 natural gas taxis 
to our community instead of 20 gasoline- 
powered cabs, we estimate that over the next 12 
months many fewer tons of pollutants will be Atlanta conference attendees visit Adanta's public transit refueling site at MARTA. 
put into the air in metro Atlanta," said Kent 
Igleheart, director of the Clean Cities Atlanta announced at the 1995 Clean Cities coordinators estimate the company will save 
program. Conference," said Rajeana Gable, manager of between $20,000 and $50,000 during the first 

"The Checker Cab program should also be GRI's Natural Gas Vehicle Group. (See Winter year in lower fuel costs. The vehicles have a 
noted for being one of the first to implement its 1996 Vol. 3 Issue 1 of the Clean Cities Drive 200-mile range, and drivers can fuel at Checker 
award-winning project in the Gas Research The vehicles cost about $3,000 more than Cab's headquarters or at one of the area's 10 
Institute's (GRI) recent funding program first the corresponding gasoline models, but project Amoco stations that offer CNG. 
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CMAQ FUNDS (Continuedjompage3) 
redesignated as in attainment were allowed to 
keep all appropriated funds through the final year 
of CMAQauthorization. 

A number of states with Clean Cities 
programs have already discovered CMAQas a 
valuable funding source, including Texas, 
Kentucky, and Massachusetts. California, which 
received $520 million between 1992 and 1995, 
spent 28% ($146 million) of its CMAQfunding 
on AFVs and fueling projects throughout the 
state. 

To facilitate approval for the use of C M A Q  
funds, AFVs must be included in the State 
Implementation Plan submitted to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as 
required under the Clean Air Act Amendments 
of 1990. "Although coordinators can go through 
state air quality, energy, andlor transportation 
agencies to move the project forward, 
coordinators can best help themselves by getting 
to know their metropolitan planning 
organization (MPO), since funding usually goes 
to the MPO," Savonis said. The local MPO will 
add the approved project to its Transportation 
Improvement Program to receive funding. The 
MPO will also ascertain the required local 
marketing funds. 

Under the current program guidelines, there 
are several ways coordinators can improve the 
likelihood of receiving CMAQfunds for their 
programs, according to Savonis. "Public-private 
partnerships are a big effort, but well worth it," 
he said. Private projects, such as fueling sites, are 
not eligible for funding, but working out creative 
state ownership arrangements can help. Savonis 
also recommended that projects use equipment 
certified by EPA, which will grease the skids for 
approval. 

The CMAQProgram is part of the 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
Act of 1991 (ISTEA), which authorizes federal 
transit, highway, and safety programs. This 
legislation expires in October 1997, and D O T  is 
completing the process of determining how a 
new ISTEA program, including C M A Q  might 
operate. 

This process included a series of C M A Q  
specific Focus Group meetings and regional 
ISTEA hearings held through the end of 
September. The comments provided at these 
meetings will help FHWA determine whether to 
seek reauthorization of CMAQand if so, what 
changes, if any, to recommend incorporating into 
the program. 

Based on these meetings, D O T  will develop 
its proposal sometime later this fall. D O T  will 
then submit the proposal to the Office of 
Management and Budget and the President 
around the end of the year. If adopted by the 
President, the proposal will be submitted to 
Congress. 

The period of public comment, which ran 
through the end of September, was an important 
one for Clean Cities stakeholders who want to 
ensure continued support for carrying on the 
CMAQProgram in ISTEA as well as sustaining 
eligibility for alternative fuel programs. Typically, 
you can write to D O T  or go through your local 
MPO. (In addition to promoting C M A Q  
reauthorization, Clean Cities groups need to 
proactively solicit AFV project funding during 
this final fiscal year. This is especially important 
since any unspent funds during this final year of 
apportionment can be carried over until 2000. 
DOE is a strong supporter of CMAQand its use 
in funding AFV projects.) 

To assist in seeking such funding, DOE'S 
Clean Cities Program is developing a step-by- 
step guide in applying for and using C M A Q  
funding for AFV projects with an expected 
completion in the fallhinter 1996. This is to be 
followed by several pilot training workshops to be 
completed by March 1997. If well received, these 
workshops may continue in 1997. 

"CMAQhas a lot of friends," Savonis said. 
But that broad constituency of those who use the 
funds is also competing for a larger share of the 
pie against other transportation needs, such as 
bridge and road maintenance and construction. 
"Will environmental projects still be able to 
compete with other projects?" he asked. "Now is 
the time for your input." 

DOE SEEKSINPUT 

Clean Cities stakeholders have pledged 
their goals of putting more than 

300,000 alternative fuel vehicles (AFVs) 
on the road by the end of the century. 
Today there are more than 21,000 AFVs 
in the federal fleet; this number will 
increase to 30,000 by the end of the year. 
Another 6,000 AFVs are expected to be 
placed on the road this year by state and 
fuel provider fleets that fall under 
requirements of the 1992 Energy Policy 
Act (EPACT). AFVs are helping to 
reduce imported oil dependency, but they 
are far fewer than the more than 60 
million AFVs needed to reach EPACT's 
goal of 30% oil displacement by 2010. 

Because private and local fleets could 
add another two million AFVs, the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) released an 
advanced notice of proposed rulemaking 
(ANOPR) on August 7,1996, to get 
public feedback on future private and local 
fleet requirements for AFVs. Under 
EPACT, certain private and local fleets 
could be mandated to acquire AFVs as 
early as the 1999 model year if DOE 
releases a final rule by the end of 1996. 
That is unlikely, so the ANOPR could 
clear the way for a mandate to begin in 
model year 2002. 

Clean Cities stakeholders were 
allowed to submit written comments by 
November 5,1996. 

For more information, call the Clean 
Cities Hotline at 800-CCITIES or visit 
the Clean Cities site on the Internet at 
www.ccities.doe.gov. 
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increase the number of public fueling 
stations from 20 to approximately 30. 

Devocelle also expressed the need for 
a testing program to help track AFV 
emissions as a means of ensuring 
accuracy when compiling data on the 
vehicles. 

CENTRAL OKLAHOMA - MAY 29, 1996 

With nearly 300 other attendees, the 
U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) 
Chief of Staff Brian Castelli helped 
Central Oklahoma celebrate its 
designation as the 48th Clean City at 
Tinker Air Force Base in an Earth Day 
event called "Partners on the Prairie." 

There was a lot to celebrate. In 
addition to being home to the U.S. 
Department of Defense's largest AFV 
fleet, Oklahoma can boast of an AFV 
training center at the Francis Tuttle 
Vehicle Training Center in Oklahoma 
City as well as progressive legislation that 
includes generous tax credits for AFV 
purchases through 2002, and a revolving 
loan fund. 

Those programs are bringing results. 
Coalition organizers estimate as many as 
3,000 AFVs travel Central Oklahoma's 
roadways. 

Stakeholders in the newest Clean 
City coalition are numerous and diverse, 
and include the Great Plains American 
Lung Association, Keep Oklahoma 
Beautiful, the Oklahoma City Chamber 
of Commerce, Oklahoma City Public 
Schools, the University of Oklahoma, the 
Oklahoma State Motor Pool, Oklahoma 
Natural Gas, Oklahoma LP Gas 
Administration, and Love's Country 
Stores. 

IN THE LAST ISSUE OF THE CLEAN CITIES DRfVE WE HIGHLIGHTED how 

xrerd oirports are supparting Clmn Gties pmgrclms around the cwntry in 
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I Central New Yorkers welcomed the first 
municipal natural gas station in Onondaga 
County when a station opened in June. The 
$170,000 station will supply natural gas to 
vehicles operated by the city and county of 
Syracuse. Centro, the local transit agency, also 
plans to sell natural gas to the public when it 
opens its own fueling site next year. 

The project is the latest in the area's effort to 
convert 75% of all fleet vehicles to natural gas. 
Centro operates 13 natural gas buses and plans 
to convert 90 more by 1999. A $230,000 grant 
from the New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority paid for the buses and 
the station. 

The area's Clean Cities program has already 
helped economic development, noted an article 
in the Post-Standard, one of the area's local 
newspapers. The area's new natural gas buses are 
made almost entirely in New Yor k... 

I In late May, City Gas of Florida, a 
stakeholder in the Florida Gold Coast Coalition, 
opened a state-of-the-art natural gas refueling 
station that not only dispenses fuel, but also runs 
on it. The station can serve as many as 400 
vehicles, and is designated solely for use by the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA). NASA plans to have 900 natural gas 
vehicles by 1999 and 1,200 by 2002, and intends 
to expand this station and add another. The 
station opened 2 years after City Gas started 
breaking ground for a 25-mile natural gas 
pipeline, bringing natural gas to Kennedy Space 
Center for the first time ... 
I The Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) awarded 
grants totaling $40,000 to Clean Cities 
programs in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh in late 
June. The grants will support outreach activities 
that promote the use of AFVs, as well as 
technical training and services to AFV 

operators. Pittsburgh will receive $35,000 and 
Phiiladelphia will receive $5,000, supplementing 
$30,000 from DOE. In addition, DEP provided 
the Phiiladelphia program with $2.9 million 
from the Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant 
program, which is funded with revenues from a 
tax on utilities' gross receipts. For more 
information, contact the DEP Ofice ofPallution 

Prevention and Compliance Assistance at 
71 7-783-0540 or visit the DEP website at 
http://www.dep.state.pa. us... 

I The Red River Valley kicked off Clean 
Cities activities in February 1996. The cross- 
border program includes a number of Canadian 
and U.S. stakeholders in Manitoba (Canada), 
Minnesota, and North and South Dakota, and 
focuses on three fuels - natural gas, ethanol, 
and propane. The program is being coordinated 
through the Energy & Environmental Research 
Center in North Dakota. For more information, 

contact Tim Gerlach, 701- 777-5000. .. 

I In June, two electric vehicle (EV) 
charging stations opened in Sacramento's Arden 
Fair Mall. The stations will provide shoppers 
with a convenient and safe way to charge their 
EVs while they visit one of Northern California's 
largest shopping malls. The stations contain 
inductive and conductive charging units, and 
110- or 220-volt charging systems. 

The project was initiated by the Greater 
Sacramento Regional Clean Air Coalition in 
response to the increasing number of EVs on the 
road. The Coalition also sponsors the region's 
"EV Market Launch" in conjunction with the 
Sacramento Municipal Utility District. 

On a related note, Butte County, California, 
officially joined the Greater Sacramento Clean 
Cities Coalition in June ... 
I St. Louis' Laclede Venture, a nonutility 

subsidiary of Laclede Gas, is hoping to help 
local fleets use alternative fuels by financing, 
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building, and maintaining a public refueling 
station for Bi-State Development Authority, the 
local transit authority in the St. Louis 
metropolitan area. The $4.4-million station, 
scheduled for completion in early 1997, is 
expected to serve Bi-State's fleet of 200 
vehicles ... 
I The Salt Lake City Clean Cities Coalition 

has set a goal of 5,000 AFVs by the year 2001, 
which may be seen as ambitious for an area in a 
state with fewer than 2 million people. Clean 
Cities coordinator Renee Tanner believes that 
the Salt Lake City Winter Olympics in 2002 
may help the program reach its goal the way the 
1996 Summer Olympics helped increase Atlanta's 
AFV population ... 

Comprehensive hhrrnotion ond dota on 
vehicles, engines, fuels, and oiher 
pduct5 
Vctluoble direc~ories OF industry and 
government contorts nnd rmmrta 

Plea* mil the Clmn Cities H d i m  d 
RQ3-22d.8437 fgr rr;ore &foils. 
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See details in next Clean Cities Drive. 

October 4, 1996 
Hampton Roads,VA Clean Cities designation. 
Contact: James Ferguson, 215-656-6977. 

October 19,1996 
Long Island, NY Clean Cities designation. 
Contact: Noel Clay, 617-565-9716. 

November 1 2-1 3,1996 
"Turning Clean and Green into Gold: 
Fundraising for Clean Cities," Chicago, IL. 
Contact: Melinda Latimer, 312-886-8582. 

November 1 5,1996 
Washington, DC EV Market Launch Workshop. 
Contact: James Ferguson, 215-656-6977. 

December 3-4, 1996 
"Turning Clean and Green into Gold: 
Fundraising for Clean Cities," Denver, CO. 
Contact: Ernie Oakes. 303-275-4817. 

play both good cop and bad cop, and that's 
something I've really grown to enjoy. 

Drive: You've been with the Clean Cities 
program since its earliest days. Has it met 
expectations? 

VT: In many ways, I think the program is 
an overwhelming success. It's an innovative 
government program with underlying legislative 
drivers, but plenty of latitude and flexibility to 
help ensure its success. I don't think anyone 
could have envisioned the impressive amount of 
public outreach and public support that the 
Clean Cities Program has generated. But, I will 
also say that there's still plenty of room for 
improvement. Our Clean Cities partners need 
to ensure that the commitments they make 
early on are fulfied. This means placing more 
vehicles on the road, building infrastructure, 
lobbying to have more locdstatelfederal grant 
and incentive programs introduced, and 
working with and not against each other to 

make alternative fuels a common reality. We 
stii  have a long way to go. 

Drive: What do you see in the Clean Cities 
program's future? 

VT: We have already started to place a 
renewed emphasis on increasing private fleet 
involvement in the program. There's little 
doubt that private fleets are going to have to 
step up and demonstrate that alternative fuels 
are a cost-effective solution. So here's a hint for 
representatives of emerging coalitions who may 
be reading this: make sure you recruit a solid 
number of private fleets. 

I'd also like to see a renewed effort to 
evaluate existing Clean Cities' activities to date, 
vis-a-vis the commitments made prior to 
designation. There's very little accountability 
associated with the commitments element of 
the program. We use a good faith approach. 
While that is all we can really expect of a 
voluntary program, I believe that some sort of 
enforcement would lead to even greater results. 

r 
Cities 
PO. Box 12316 
Arlington, VA 22209 
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