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T
he estim

ated m
pg reflects fuel econom

y fo
r trips such as local 

F
or 1981 M

o
d

e
l Y

ear 
errands, driving to

 w
ork, and general stop-and-go driving in

 
urban and suburban areas, but does n

o
t reflect trips in

 heavily 
B

a
se

d
 o

n
 15,000 M

ile
s P

er Y
ear 

congested traffic. T
he estim

ates reflect the perform
ance of a car 

D
o

lla
rs P

er G
a

llo
n

 
that has been broken in, is properly m

aintained, and is being 
E

st. 
-

driven in w
arm

 w
eather on dry and level roads. B

ecause stan- 
M

P
G

 
1.75 

1.66 
1.56 

1.45 
1.36 

1.25 
1.15 

dardized tests cannot sim
ulate individual drivers, the m

ileage 
-

actually experienced w
ill vary fro

m
 th

e
 E

P
A

 figures. T
herefore, 

these estim
ates do n

o
t predict actual m

ileage, b
u

t should be 
used to

 com
pare th

e
 relative fuel econom

y perform
ance of dii-

ferent new
 m

odels driven under the sam
e test conditions. 

C
h
o
o
se

 Y
our N

e
w

 C
ar C

a
re

fu
lly 

T
he greatest single step in

 saving gasdine is to
 choose your next 

car carefully. F
irst, determ

ine the size and type car that can best 
satisfy your norm

al driving needs. N
ext, consider other im

portant 
factors, such as num

ber of cylinders and type of transm
ission. 

T
hen use the estim

ated m
pg and th

e
 average annual fuel cost 

chart to
 help you decide w

hich m
odel in

 that size class to
 buy. 

U
se D

rivin
g

 S
kills T

h
a
t S

ave F
u
e
l 

D
rive at a m

oderate speed. S
m

ooth, steady driving im
proves fuel 

econom
y perform

ance. T
ry to

 avoid sudden stops and starts. 
A

nticipate intersections and stoplights so you can stow
 d

o
w

n
 

gradually and try to
 arrive w

hen the light is green. A
void tail- 

gating and unnecessary accelerating and braking. M
inim

ize 
idling; after starting a c

d
d

 car, drive slow
ly for the fim

 few
 

m
inutes to

 w
arm

 th
e
 m

otor and m
oving parts. T

his is m
ore fuel- 

efficient than prolonged w
arm

-up idling. 

O
n the highw

ay, you w
ill cover m

ore m
iles betw

een fill-ups b
y 

driving at or below
 the 56 m

ile-per-hour speed lim
it. A

 vehicle 
traveling 70 m

ph uses as m
uch as 20 percent m

ore fuel than at 
55 m

ph. 

K
e
e
p
 Y

o
u
r V

e
h
icle

 in
 P

rim
e
 C

o
n

d
itio

n
 

For best fuel econom
y, m

aintain your vehicle according to the 
m

anufacturer's specifications. T
uned-up vehicles average approw

i- 
m

ately 4
-8

 percent better gas m
ileage than those n

o
t properly 

tuned. K
eep the tires inflated to

 the proper pressure. E
ach 

pound of underinflation can cause a fuel loss of 'h percent. 

A
n
n
u
al F

u
el C

o
sts 

F
uel costs are changing rapidly and vary considerably by area. 

The follow
ing table enables you to

 calculate annual fuel cost using 
fuel prices in

 your area. These costs are based o
n

 15,000 m
iles 

o
f driving. (T

he annual fuel cost displayed on the fuel econom
y 

label of 1981 cars is based on 15,000 m
iles of driving and a 

gasoline cost of $1.55 per gallon or diesel fuel at $1.45 cents per 
gallon. 
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M
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 C
H

A
R

T
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H

o
w

 This G
uide C

an H
d

p
 Y

ou 
To help com

pare the fuel econom
y o

f sim
ilarly sized 

M
IL

 
M

P
G

 
G

allons 
L

ite
rs 

L
ite

rs 
G

allons 
passenger cars and station w

agons, these vehicles are 
grouped in

 classes according to
 interior size. Trucks are 

grouped b
y capacity in

 term
s of gross vehicle w

eight. The 
m

anufacturers are listed alphabetically w
ithin each size class. 

C
ar lines are listed alphabetically under each m

anufacturer. 
The bar to

 the right of each m
odel illustrates the vehicle's 

estim
ated M

ffi for each transm
ission and engine com

bina- 
tion offered. 

C
A

R
 C

LA
S

S
E

S
 

T
w

o
-S

e
a

te
r -

C
a

n
 designed to

 seat prim
arily tw

o
 adults 

(page 101 

M
in

ico
m

p
a

ct -
Less than 85 cubic feet of pasw

nger and 
luggage volum

e (p
ages 1

0
-1

 1 ) 
S

u
m

o
m

p
a

ct -
B

etw
een

85 and 100 cubic feet of passenger 
-

C
o

m
p

a
ct -

B
etw

een 100 and 110 cubic feet of passenger and 
luggage volum

e (pages 15-1 7) 
M

id
-S

ize
 -

B
atw

een
 110 and 120 cubic feet of passenger and 

luggage volum
e (pages 18-20) 

Large -
120 or m

ore cubic feet of passenger and luggage 
vdum

e (pages 21-22) 

S
ta

tio
n

 W
a

g
o

n
s 

S
m

a
ll -

Less than 130 cubic feet of passenger and cargo vdum
e 

(pages 22-23) 
M

id
-S

ize
 -

B
etw

een 130 and 160 cubic feet of passenger and 
cargo volum

e (pages 23-25) 
Large -

160 or m
ore cubic feet of passenger and cargo vdum

e 
(page 251 
T

R
U

C
K

 C
LA

S
S

E
S

 

S
m

a
ll P

icku
p

s -
Trucks having G

ross Vehicle W
eight R

atings 
IG

V
W

R
, truck w

eight plus carrying capacity) under 4,500 
pounds; 2-W

heel D
rive lpages 25-26); 4-W

heel D
rive 

(page 27) 
S

ta
n

d
a

rd
 P

icku
p

s -
Trucks having G

V
W

R
's of 4,500 to

 8,500 
pounds; 2-W

heel D
rive (pages 27-30); 4-W

heel D
rive 

(pages 30-32) 
V

ans -
C

argo (pages 32- 33); P
assenger lpages 33-34) 

S
P

E
C

IA
L P

U
R

P
O

S
E

 V
E

H
IC

LE
S

 

! 
A

ll other light vehicles not in
 another car or truck class; 2-W

heel 
D

rive (page 35); 4-W
heel D

rive (pages 35-37); cab chassis 
(page 37) 



@
,or to

 purchase, check w
ith

 your dealer and read the fuel 
M

an
u

factu
rer, C

ar L
in

e N
am

es an
d
 

econom
y label affixed to every car for inform

ation on the exact 
In

terio
r V

d
u

m
e In

d
ex 

. 
engine w

ith
 w

hich that vehicle w
ill be equipped. 

The m
anufacturers are listed alphabetically w

ith
in

 each size 
T

ra
n

sm
issio

n
 (TR

): The follow
ing abbreviations are used to

 
class. C

ar lines are listed alphabetically under each m
anufacturer. 

describe the type of transm
ission: 

The interior volum
e index is listed for each body style except 

S
2 

S
em

iautom
atic tw

o
 speed 

tw
o

 seaters: 2-door (2-O
R

), 4-door (4-D
R

I, and hatchback 
(H

BK
I. T

he interior volum
e index is one w

ay of estim
ating the 

space in
 a car. It is based o

n
 four m

easurem
ents -

head room
, 

I 

A
3 

A
4 

A
utom

atic three speed 
A

utom
atic four speed 

shoulder room
, h

ip
 room

, and leg room
 -

for the front and rear 
M

3 
M

anual three speed 
seats, plus trunk capacity. T

he interior volum
e index is given as 

tw
o

 num
bers (in

 cubic feet; exam
ple 871121. T

he first is an esti- 
m

ate of the size of the passenger com
partm

ent; the second, the 
size of the trunk or, in

 station w
agons and hatchbacks, the 

cargo space behind the second seat. 

M
3 (O

D
) 

M
4

 
M

4
 (O

D
) 

M31 M
4C

 

M
anual three speed w

ith
 separate overdrive u

n
it 

M
anual four speed 

M
anual four speed w

ith
 separate overdrive u

n
it 

M
anual three speed, or m

anual four speed w
ith

 
creeper first gear 

V
e

h
iie

 D
escrip

tio
n
 

M
4C

 
M

anual four speed w
ith

 creeper first gear 

E
ach line in

 the G
uide show

s an engine-transm
ission com

bina- 
tio

n
 available w

ith
in

 the listed car line identified by the follow
ing 

M
5

 
M

4
 x 2

 
M

anual five speed 
D

ual range m
anual four speed 

designations: 
F

uel S
yste

m
 (FS):"F

I" 
for fuel injection or the num

ber of 
E

n
g
in

e
 D

e
scrip

tio
n

 (€01: S
ize listed by cubic in

ch
 displace- 

m
ent IC

ID
),

and liters (L
), or cubic centim

eters (C
C

I w
here 

barrels in
 th

e
 carburetor. 

available. T
he single num

ber differentiates betw
een 4, 

5, 6, and 
8 cylinder engines or 1

 and 2 rotors (for exam
ple, 97/41. W

hen 
engine size and num

ber of cylinders are n
o

t an adequate descrip- 
tion of an engine, the follow

ing engine-type designations are 
also given: 

T
he E

nergy Tax A
ct of 1978 established a G

as G
uzzler Tax o

n
 

th
e

 sale of new
 m

odel year vehicles w
hose fuel econom

y fails to
 

m
eet certain statutory levels. T

he fuel econom
y figures used to

 
determ

ine th
e

 G
as G

uzzler Tax are different fro
m

 th
e

 fuel econ- 
C

A
LIF

 or C
A

L 
C

alifornia em
ission control system

 equipped 
(does not indicate availability in

 C
alifornia) 

om
y values contained in

 this booklet. T
he tax does n

o
t depend 

o
n

 your actual o
n

-th
e

-ro
a

d
 m

pg, w
h

ich
 m

ay be m
ore or less 

C
A

T
, N

O
 C

A
T

 
U

sed to
 indicate catalyst usage w

hfm
 b

o
th

 
than the E

P
A

 published value. 

R
O

TA
R

Y
 

oxidation catalyst and noncatalyst versions 
o

f an engine are available 
R

otary engine 

T
he purpose of the G

as G
uzzler Tax is to

 discourage the produc- 
tio

n
 a

n
d
 purchase of fuel inefficient vehicles. T

he am
ount of any 

app!icable 
G

as G
uzzler Tax paid by th

e
 m

anufacturer w
ill be 

D
IE

S
E

L or D
S

L 
D

iesel engine 
disclosed o

n
 the autom

obile's fuel econom
y label. 

TU
R

B
O

 or TR
B

O
 

T
urbocharged engine 

M
-E

N
G

, W
-E

N
G

 
F

ord produces tw
o

 5.8L truck engines. They 
are distinguished by this designation 
E

ngine produced by G
M

-B
u

ick M
otor 

D
ivision 

G
M

-C
H

E
V

 
E

ngine produced by G
M

-C
hevrolet M

otor 
D

ivision or G
M

 of C
anada 

G
M

-O
LD

S
 

E
ngine produced by G

M
-O

ldsm
obile M

otor 
D

ivision 

G
M

-P
O

N
T

 
E

ngine produced by G
M

-P
ontiac M

otor 
D

ivision 
FFS

 
Feedback F

uel S
ystem

. A
 system

 that con- 
trols the m

lxing of air and gasoline by rnoni- 
to

rin
g
 the exhaust 

V
A

R
IA

B
LE

 
A

n engine designated to
 operate w

ith
 d

if- 
ferent num

ber of cylinders depending on 
usage 

G
U

ZZLE
R

 
G

as G
uzzler Tax applies. S

ee page 9 for 
details. 

8 
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1

 
FS: 

F
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M
O

T
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R
6 

H
O

N
D

A
, 

CIVK:
F

s: 2 
4D

R
 76)I0

 
F

s: 3
C

H
E

V
R

O
LE

T
 

HEM
 7-39 

C
O

R
V

E
TTE

 
F
s! 3 

FS
: 3 

D
A

T
S

U
N

 
FS

: 3 
m

x
 

1R
: M

5 
E

D
: 

168'6lF
F

S
l 

F
s! 3 

TR
: 

A3 
E

D
. 168'6 IF

F
51 

.. 
P

R
E

LU
D

E
3
 

2O

R
-7219 

FS
: 3 

TR
: A

3 
E

D
: t6

W
8

 IF
F

S
IT

U
R

B
O

I 
F

I: F
I 

FS
: 3 

II 
928 
n
B

w
*H

) 
FI. 

F
I
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S

P
ID

E
R

 I
m
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1
R

 
A
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E
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F
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FS
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F
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R

E
N
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L
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T
R
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E
D
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H
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: M
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E
D
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FS
: 2

X
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TI: 
M

5 
E

D
. 91 115U
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C
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IF

F
S
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T
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V
O

T
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S
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LE
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. 
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FS
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F
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H
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151 I2
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O
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S
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TI: 

A
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E
D
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0
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F
S
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FS
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FI 
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1 
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~
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R
I 

P
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8
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FI 
V
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TE
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-8017 

326 1534O
C

C
ll8IC

U
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) 
m:

8
FS

: F
I 

A
U

D
I 

F
I: F

I 

.-. ..
FI: 

F
I 

F
s! F

I 
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FS
: F

I 
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B
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W
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FI: 
F
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F
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